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- On Giving BooKks for Christmas

IGHT wmlong about this time we all

' begin to worry over what we are
going to send for Christmas, The

intedlipence and the imagination of

most of us are limited, I suspeet, in the
matter of selecting appropriate gifts, and

our deficlency is a source of annoal recur-

rent pain and embarrassment. The technique

of ascertaining what will delight and sur- -

prise and confer a most delicate compliment
upon the recipient is probably a special gift
4 for pleasing, which demands of its possessors
taet and alertness And patience. It mesns
'\ geerhearing, or giving attention to, a chance
. pemark wherein the tone of the voice, the
_ light in the eyes, the expression about the
mouth indicates fof the briefest moment that
'mnon would be happy in the posscasion
opome trifle she mentions; it means overs
" Ming or finding out at mnother time the
@k af un anniversary, a birthday; and hav-
o iprocured the trifle without delay, waiting
.4 <mme times months for the appropriate oe-
o fmion and dispatching the gifts
4 Beme very rare beings arc able to choose
e right gifts by instinct or by a species
. o mind-resding or divination; they are just
: bope to equal them. A decent sort of mub-
stitute for it may be acquired by experience
or by sitention to the experience of some
Ogne clse. 'Let me give you three personal
Bapponings which, like the book of etiguette,
shows the wrong, the mot quite perfect and
the perfect way to give. . . 1 was in
distant city and as is often the way of mar-
tied men when they are a little uneasy in
v tkeir conscience over the fun they are having,
1 suddenly bethought myaelf that I should
tske home a nice present which wowld rec-
 ompepse my wife in some small measure
for staying home snd caring for the
Y children while 1 was gallivanting around ho-
e tels und theaters, meecting n-lot of jolly
W people and having & regular lark. (That was
& wrong reason for selecting a gift in the
first place: giving should be prompted by &
desire to please, niot as a salve to one's con-
science or in a barter-and-trade discharge of
.ﬁu,J Well, 1 inquired where the most chie
apparel for women might be found. 1 had
made up my mind 1 wanted to buy & Blouse,
The first question the saleswoman put to me
—*“What size, please I"—convicted me as &n
witer dunderhend in the technique of giving;
it had never oceirred to me to find out what
#lae clothes my wife wore, and [ bad to con-
fess 45 much to the saleswoman. “Is she
about my size 7" she inquired, and more out
of fright lest sho should try on the waist 1
wanted ts buy than out of appraisal of her
spproximation to my wife's size, I said: “No,
slimmer and more petite,” and cast my eyes
© anxiously about the reom for a face that
bore some slight, some vague resemblance, to
., By wife's, and having found one 1 pointed
8 spaler out. “Oh, then she wears sbout n size
h my. Now, what would you like?” There
¢ harrowing details, but st last 1 paid
pping price for n size forty pioce of
Masd-mude lace, and a few days later 1 was
king in a feeling of virtue and self-satis-
n while my wife excitedly unpacked &
which turned out to be just six sizes
%60 big, and which she could mot return,
make down, or wear—just & total loss almost
. tvep to my self-respect.
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',' ' Now for the almost perfect. Some months
e ago | was reminiseing to Grant Overton
~ ever the pleasure 1 had derived out of the
w0 volumes of “Memoirs and Records,” by
" the late Lord Fisher, a grand and glorious old
s dog, who for all his British Ahiully.

wniform might have commanded Odysseus

%ense, 1o flub-dub sort of & Wan, With 1

e told them all where to get off, king, prime
~ mivisters, peers ana_whatnot. He wrote, I
5 whnunmzmlv.-m-

;

‘-
H

|

EE %
fgiiz
£3381EE
saitiit

._.L,.  born that way, and we who are not, eannot

By Burton Rascoe

superb and his memoirs are great fun, . . .
Well, as 1 sald, 1 wos recounting all this
te Overton and damning Percy Hammond or
Tiffany Blake or E, 8, Beck or whoever it was
that borrowed them from me and never re-
turned them, and hoping that 1 mifght get
them back some time without buying an-
other set, “Why don't you let us give you
the books?" he usked, But I said they were
much too expensive, that I couldn’t think of
it, but that if some Christmas the Doran
cempany still had a lot of unsold copies on
the shelves and if he could find a wet that
wans already dirty and shopworn he might
send it, And the other day, weeks before
Christmas, a brand new set of the books
came, with a note from Overton, begging me
to accept them as a Christmas present and

-
how birthdays eame up before midnight,
and though Hazel's was a full month off
there arrived at the house that merning a
box of the cigarettes Hazel had liked that
night. Meanwhile it had never occurred to
me 16 got any other than the brand 1 was
sccustomed. to smoking, and I was properly
ia awe and admiration of Tom's technique
of bestowing gifts, 1 learned a trick or
two from him.

. . e

TILL even now, s¢ lacking am 1 in as-
surance in these matters that 1 seldom
trust myself in selection beyond toys and
gafety raxors, hriar pipes, house slippers,
dress shirt studs, mufMers, vanity casen, trav-
eling bags and bookw, mostly books. 1 have
learned something about buying books for
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Maxwell Bodenheim and Edgar Guest. By Gene Markey

otker people. For instance, no bachelor and
only the very exceptional father should
buy a book for m chHd without all sorta of
inquiries, meditation and examinations.
The writing and illustrating of -books for
cMildren is one of the most profitable forms
of hack-writing, as good a graft as writing
about Shakespeare or Lincoln or occultiam.
Not that there aren't plenty of excellent
tocks written and published every year for
children, books which often go neglectad
while utter trash sells

reason s obvious: Uncle Jim goes
{nte s bookstere to buy some books for his
“mmn‘ﬁllkmmw;hhl
only an mate notion
mwmmdmh-nldlml-

of their age, re

upment, thelr tastes. He knows only that
he ought to get them some books. He goes
out with an armioad of things with some
colored pictures which strike him us being
about cileulated to suit the aesthetic devel-
opment and comprebension of
riorons, two or three books
with no pictures 'n them at sll and which
neither of the children will ever open after
Christmas Day, and possibly a velume or 16
*h . has been urged upan him by a proprietor
who has been stocked up with them for two
neLrOnA.

Unele Jim may be fortanate encugh to
pick, entirely by chande, only exeellent
books; he may be fortunaie encugh to buy
booka which, even if they are not adapted
to the mental ages of his micees and neph-
ewn are good books which they may grow up
to, or which their fathers and meddazs will
enjoy fully ‘and the children partially when
Hu;y are read aloud, say books like “The
Btory of Mankind,” by Hendrik Willem Van
Loon; “Maya the Bee,” by Waldemar Bons
sels; “Rootabaga Stories,” by Carl Eand-
burg; “The Well in the Wood” by Dert
Leston Taylor; “Alice in Wonderland,” by
Lewis Carrell; “The Adventares of Doctor
BPolittle,” by Hugh Lolting; “More Beasts for
Worse Children,” by Hilalre Belloe; “Mar-
tin Pippin of the Apple Orchard,” by Eleanor
Farjeon; “Danicl Boome,” by Stewart Ed-
ward White; "Beyond Rope and Fence” by
David Grew; “Solario the Tallor,” by Wil-
lism Bowen: or *Mighty Mikke" a collece
tion of Finnish fairy tales by Parker Fill-
more. In other words, he will make no mis-
take in buying these books or any of the
books recommended by librarians or teach-
ers. even If they are not adjusted to the
mental development of the children for
whom they are intended, The point is that
he will please the child more if that child
is five years old if he will buy *The Bird
Nest Boarding Hoose” or “The Velveteen
Rabbit™ than if he buys “Rootabaga ories,”
which is more readily enjoyed by children
over eleven. He will make a mess of it it
ke buys blindly and unthinkingly. Most
bachelors and spinaters (and most parenta)
do, which sccounts for the enormous sale of
chitdren's books which children mever
look at. y . '

HE selection of gift books for aduits i

an easier matter. 1t is not a bad rule
to buy for others books ybu have especially
enjoyed, presuming that the friends to whom
you wish to send books are of somewhst
the same tastes as yourself. It is an affront,
of course, to send a novel by Miss Ethel M.
Dell to one on whose shelves you have seen
“Anne Severn and the Fieldings,” “Mr, Pro-
hack,” “Teno Bungay,” "“Ethan Freme” and
“The Golden Bowl” or “Jurgen,” “Ulysses,”
vSwann's Way,” “Pelle: the Ceongueror,”
+The Growth of the Soil” or “Old People
and Things That® Pass. It is an affront,
likewise, to send any one of these books
to ene who habitually reads Miss Dell or
Isabel Qstrander or Berta Ruck, though pos-
sibly you will be rewarded for your affront
in heaven.

In the way. of gift books In speeial holi-
day editions there is an ample selection, |
should recommend especially:

“East of the Sun and West of the Moon™
(Doran) if enly for the illustrations in eolor
by Kay Nielsen. Nielsen has takem a L‘ttlo‘
frem all sorts of expert draftsmen Hokusai
and Utamaro, Beardsley, and the illustra-

low grade

more *“solid™

-tors for “La Vie Parisienne,” Howard Pyle

and the great German poster colorists: but
he blended these pilferings iz%s what
amounts to genius, if genius it Is not, and
his illustrations are a“pleasure to the eye.
“Moby Dick” (Dodd, Mead), by Herman
Melville, an excellently gotten up edivton of
this indubitable classic of adventuring and
philesophizing, lustrated by Mead Shaeller.
“The Child's Wonder Book” (Doran), by
Nathaniel Hawthorne, illustrated by Arnthur
Rackham. 5 .
#Eihan Prome™ (Seribner’s), by FEdith
Wharton, & special, limited rd::uln de-
signed snd printed by Bruce Rogers, and
containing & pre’ace especially written for
the edition by Mre Whatten, wherein 0
pot only states with remarkable elarity and
eonciseness her artistic aim In writing the
povel, but also pves in & brief space a wol-
uable critigue of the jrt of fAetion.
“Candide: Or the (ptimist” (Dutten), _by
Yoltaire, & larg pepx alition of this sa-




